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A VICTORY FOR SAN FRANCISCO PEDESTRIANS! 

On Wednesday May 9th at Geary Blvd and Presidio 
 Avenue, SDA, Walk SF and the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) held a joint press confer-
ence, at which, the SFMTA announced they will re-time 
street traffic lights to give pedestrians more time to cross at 
1,200 plus intersections in the City. 

Since 1992, SDA has been trying to get the city of San 
Francisco to lengthen crosswalk timing so all seniors and 
people with disabilities can safely cross the street before the 
light turns red. In 1992, the standard crossing time was pro-
grammed at 4.5 feet per second. This was the calculated 
average walking speed of a college student. SDA (known as 
Senior Action Network at that time) asked for a 3 feet per second 
walking speed. In 2011 SDA tried again to lengthen the crossing time and we held a 
press conference and rally at Yosemite Street and Third Street, called “Death Race 2011: 
Will the seniors make it across in time?” Of course we didn’t. Soon after the press confer-
ence, the MTA started lengthening the crossing time to 3.5 feet per second. Close, but 
not good enough. The number of traffic fatalities and injuries to seniors and people with 
disabilities remained the same. And the number of seniors and people with disabilities 
not able to safely cross in time rose. So last year SDA tried again, starting with a series 
of press conferences in the Richmond, Bayview, and SoMa neighborhoods.  

Finally, the MTA has announced they will lengthen the crossing time to accommo-
date a 3 feet per second walking speed. After 26 years, WE WON!  In two years all traffic 
signal intersections will be re-timed and the city will be much safer for people with disabil-
ities and seniors. Now we have enough time to cross between the lines! 

 
SDA wants to thank its Transit Justice members, Walk SF, 
Richmond Senior Center, DPH Safe Streets for Seniors pro-
gram, Supervisor Sandra 
Lee Fewer and the MTA for 
making this possible. 
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SDA Happenings 

 SAVE THE DATE!!  
 

SDA Annual Celebration  

Friday, October 5th 
5:30 - 8 pm 

New Venue! 1446 Market Street 
 
Individual tickets $75 in ad-
vance, $100 at the door 
 
Drinks, light dinner and 
entertainment 
Silent  Auction and Raffle 
 

Tickets and Sponsorships now available online at http://bit.ly/SDA6Anniversary  

Internships available at SDA!  
 

 Communications and Media (print and social media 
 Website/Database 
 Fundraising 
 Research 
 

Please contact Sarah if you are interested.  

Senior and Disability Action General Meeting 
Thursday June 14th 

10 AM-Noon 
Topic: City and State Budget 

 

Come hear what funding will look like for programs for seniors and people 
with disabilities and get involved in budget advocacy! 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin Street/Geary 

Lunch after meeting $2 
 

Note: We will have NO general meeting in July or August.  

http://bit.ly/SDA6Anniversary
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The corporate real estate 
playbook: Buy a rent con-
trolled building, harass 
tenants, pass the costs to 
tenants to undermine rent 
control. Corporate real es-
tate landlord Veritas 
Investments—the most 
egregious user of the 
playbook—has used this 
model to 
increase rents on families, 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. They apply to 
"pass through" as Opera-
tion and Maintenance costs (O&M) property tax and loan payments that owners incur 
when they buy a building. Tenants worked with SF Supervisor Sandra Fewer on legisla-
tion that prohibits debt service and property tax from being passed on to tenants. On 
May 22 the legislation passed its first reading. Great work by the tenants of Veritas 
Buildings, the SF Tenants Union and Housing Rights Committee of San Francisco.  
  

Tenants fight back against Corporate Real Estate Speculation 

Supervisors Sandra Fewer and Jeff Sheehy speak at the City Hall rally 
before the hearing to support legislation to end landlord pass-through 
of rent increases.  

14th Annual Disability Capitol Action Day  
Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Cesar Chavez Plaza & State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 

 

Disability Rights are Civil Rights! 
Join us on this awesome trip to the Capitol! It’s an 
opportunity for people across disabilities, their families and 
allies to come  together in solidarity, to learn about disability 
community resources, become educated on potential poli-
cies that could impact our daily lives, and educate policy 
makers on the issues we care about most.  
 

Transportation will leave from San Francisco at 8 AM and come 
back from Sacramento at 3 PM. Lunch will be provided.  
Please register by contacting Ligia at SDA at (415) 546-1333 ext. 302 or 
ligia@sdaction.org. 
 

To learn more about Disability Capitol Action Day, go to 
www.DisabilityActionCoalition.org 

SDA at DCAD 2017 
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We’ve been busy getting ready for the June 5 election 
at SDA. On April 12, we hosted a mayoral forum with 
California Association of Retired Americans (CARA) at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church on senior and disa-
bility issues. All the candidates were invited, and Ange-
la Alioto, Michelle Bravo, Amy Farah-Weiss, Jane Kim, 
Mark Leno, and Ellen Xiao attended and addressed 
the audience.  
 On April 26, the Dignity Fund sponsored a mayoral 
forum with the four top-polling candidates—Alioto, 
Breed, Kim and Leno—that brought almost a thousand 
seniors and people with disabilities to the Herbst  

    Theatre. Accessibility was prioritized for the forum, 
which had Spanish, Cantonese, and ASL interpretation and was also livestreamed 
and recorded with closed captioning (available here: https://sfdignityfund.org/). In re-
sponse to a question about the Dignity Fund, all candidates responded in support of 
maintaining the set-aside funding source for senior and disability services. Candi-
dates also addressed the problem of pedestrian safety in S.F.—where more people 
are killed by cars than by guns each year—and the need for affordable homecare for 
which workers are paid a living wage.  

On the ballot, SDA is urging voters to vote Yes on F, the right to counsel for ten-
ants facing eviction. According to Deepa Varma of the S.F. Tenants’ Union, Prop F 
will help rectify the power imbalance between landlords and tenants in the courtroom 
and will reduce the number of illegitimate evictions. Prop F will keep low-income sen-
iors and people with disabilities in their homes and will keep communities and sup-
port networks intact across the city. 

We also recommend that residents vote No on H, which would not only provide 
Taser stun-guns to every police officer in S.F. but would prevent government over-
sight and allow them to be used on people in verbal altercations or mental health cri-
ses. A UCSF study of California cities showed that when police departments get 
Tasers, killings by police increase 227%. Roughly 50% of people killed by police are 
disabled, and a disproportionate number are people of color. Instead of spending 
more than two million taxpayer dollars on weapons, we would like to see that money 
spent on rental subsidies, homecare, accessible transit, or homeless services.  

We decided to take no position on Prop C (tax on commercial rent for child care 
and early education) or Prop D (tax on commercial rent for housing and homeless 
services). Prop D will cancel out Prop C if it gets more votes, which pits child care 
against affordable housing. Prop D was written without the input of low-income peo-
ple, homeless people, or seniors and people with disabilities, and as a result is insuf-
ficient to address the housing crisis in S.F. As a staff and board, we are eager to see 
legislation that addresses our city’s affordability crisis, and hope that there will be 
measures deserving of our support in November. 

June 5 is Election Day: Get Out and Vote! 

April 12 candidates forum  

https://sfdignityfund.org/
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It’s that time of year again, when elected officials at the city and state level decide 
which communities to invest in and what programs and services to fund. And that 
means it’s time for the senior and disability communities to speak up! 
 At the state level, the budget is the highest ever -- $138 billion. But Governor 
Brown tends to put a huge amount in the rainy day fund, rather than making sure that 
Californians are lifted out of poverty. As Western Center on Law and Poverty says, 
“building a large surplus by clamping down on spending for the poor has led to Cali-
fornia having the highest poverty rate in the nation and the worst homeless crisis in 
recent memory. There is no question the two are connected.” SDA works as part of 
the California Health and Human Services Network to advocate for SSI, child care, 
CalWORKs, health care, housing, and other basic needs.  
 

Key issues in the state budget for seniors and people with disabilities: 
 Changing the Medi-Cal income eligibility level for seniors so that people do not 

lose health care (and home care) when they turn 65.  
 The Governor has made no proposal to increase SSI/SSP grants. There is no 

cost of living adjustment and the monthly grant is now less than the federal 
poverty level. Californians for SSI is working on “100 for 100,” increasing SSI 
by $100/month to get to 100% of the federal poverty level.  

 

Thanks to the 50 seniors who filled a bus to Sacramento on May 8 for Senior Rally 
Day! We will all be headed back to the State Capitol on June 7 for Disability Capitol 
Action Day (see page 3). And be sure to call and email your Senator and Assembly-
member about Medi-Cal and SSI!    
 
Assemblymember David Chiu 
Email Assemblymember.Chiu@assembly.ca.gov 
Phone (916) 319-2017  
 

Assemblymember Phil Ting 
Email Assemblymember.Chiu@assembly.ca.gov 
(916) 319-2019  
 

Senator Scott Wiener 
Email Senator.Wiener@senate.ca.gov 
(916) 651-4011  
 
Thanks to the Western Center on Law and  
Poverty for much of this content.  
For more information, go to https://wclp.org/
advocate-resources/budget-legislative/ 
  
See page 6 for City Budget info! 

State Budget 

SDA members at Senior Rally Day in 
Sacramento 



 6 

 

In the City of San Francisco, Mayor Farrell will put out his budget on Friday, June 1. 
This budget will include some additional funding for senior and disability programs 
through the Dignity Fund, but this is still not enough. Join us in advocating for: 
 $4.5 million in rental subsidies to allow more people  to stay in their homes 
 Eviction prevention through legal defense and outreach 
 Employment programs for seniors and people with disabilities (ReServe & SCSEP) 
 Outreach and access campaign to make people aware of services 
 Training for senior center staff on behavioral health and housing 
 Group vans for adult day services 
 Equipment and infrastructure upgrades for senior centers 
 Village services 

And we support the entire ask of the Budget Justice Coalition, which addresses child 
care, housing and homelessness, supportive housing, HIV/AIDS, workforce, youth lead-
ership, transgender and gender non-conforming services. 
 

Please come to City Hall on Monday, June 18, for a rally and budget hearing! The Budg-
et Justice Coalition will rally on the steps of City Hall at 9 am that day, with community 
members speaking on why the city should fund programs that support marginalized 
groups. And then we will go into City Hall for the public budget hearing – the chance for 
all of us to speak directly to the Board of Supervisors’ Budget Committee! The hearing 
starts at 10 and goes as long as community members wish to speak. For more infor-
mation, please call Ligia or Jessica at (415) 546-1333 or email ligia@sdaction.org.  
 
 
 

Scooters on Our Sidewalks? 
 

Have you seen the new electric scooters (e-scooters) and e-bikes buzzing around 
town? Unfortunately, you have probably seen some being ridden on the sidewalks. New 
companies Spin, Lime, and Bird have put hundreds of scooters on San Francisco’s 
streets. People can rent them, use them to get from place to place, and park them on 
the sidewalk, without needing a specific docking location. While they may provide an-
other way for people to get around, without clogging the streets with more cars, SDA 
and Walk SF have raised concerns about safety and legality. SDA’s senior and disabled 
members have long been concerned about the dangers of bicycles on sidewalks, and  
e-scooters are even faster and more dangerous. As Cathy DeLuca from Walk SF says, 
“Sidewalks are one of the only places people are free to walk without fear of getting hit 
by a motorized vehicle. And it needs to stay that way.” The Board of Supervisors has 
complained that scooter companies launched in San Francisco without going through a 
proper permitting process. New regulations have been passed, requiring companies to 
get permits and educate riders on the law. We are concerned about how companies will 
keep scooter riders off the sidewalk and make sure that scooters are not parked in plac-
es that present a trip hazard or block pedestrians. 

City Budget and Scooters  

mailto:ligia@sdaction.org
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Community Calendar: June/July 2018 
        DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME & PLACE  MORE INFO? 

 Mon-Fri 
 

Computer Open Lab 
and Beginning  
Computer Classes 

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
1360 Mission Street  Suite 400 
Classes Tues/Weds. 9:30-2  

Pi Ra  
415-546-2096  

Thursday  
June 21 

IHSS Task Force  
Meeting 

10:30 AM  
1360 Mission St. #400 

Jessica Lehman 
415-546-1333 x301 

Call for dates  SDA Board Meeting 
4:00-6:00 PM 
1360 Mission St. #400 

Jessica Lehman 
415-546-1333 x301 

2nd Thursday 
June 14th 
No July meeting 

SDA General Meeting  
10:00 AM 
1187 Franklin Street 

SDA   
415-546-1333  

2nd Thursday 
June 14th 
July 12th 
 

CARA meeting 
1 PM  
1187 Franklin Street 

Jodi Reid 
550-0828 

 2nd Tuesday 
 June 12th 
 July 10th 

HealthCare Action 
Team (HAT)  

11 AM  
ILRC 825 Howard 

Ligia Montano 
415-546-1333 x302 

3rd Wednesday 
June 20th 
July 18th 

SDA Housing  
Collaborative 

1-3 PM 
1360 Mission Street, #400 

Tony Robles 
415-546-1333 x305 

3rd Friday 
June 15th 
July 20th  

 Mayor’s Disability  
 Council 

1-4 PM  
City Hall Room 400 

Mayor’s Office  
on Disability   
415-554-6789  

Betty Traynor 

President 

Nader R. Shabahangi 

Treasurer 

Karen Fishkin 

Recording Secretary 

Kathy Lipscomb 

Corresponding  

Secretary 

Beverly Taylor Walter Devaughn Marie Jobling Lolita Kintinar 

Juslyn Manalo Maria Guillen Michael Lyon Ursula McGuire 

Senior and Disability Action Board of Directors 
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 Become a Member of  Senior and Disability Action!! 
Dues are $20/year OR according to your means. Pay more or less as you are able.  
Name: ______________________________   Renewal □ 
Address: ____________________________  City: ___________   Zip: __________ 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
Interests:     □Housing      □Healthcare     □Long-term care & supports    

□Community education   □Computer training   □Pedestrian safety & transit □Other: 

____________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive newsletters & postcards?  □Email    □Postal mail 

Please send dues to: SDA, 1360 Mission St. #400, San Francisco CA 94103 

           .                                                                                                                     . 

San Francisco Senior and Disability Action 
1360 Mission Street, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Phone: 415-546-1333 
Fax: 415-546-1344  
www.sdaction.org                                                                   
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SDA is looking for a like-minded organization to share space with us in our office 
at 1360 Mission Street. We have up to 3 private office rooms available to rent. Each office is just over 
100 square feet. The office rental includes access to our conference room, kitchen and computer lab, 
as well as use of the water cooler, copier and utilities. Must be willing to carry out our scent free policy 
for staff and visitors to the office. Please contact Sarah at (415) 546-1333 ext 307 
or sarah@sdaction.org if you would like more information or would like to see the space available. 

mailto:sarah@sdaction.org

