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News and Views 

 State Budget Passes: No Cap on IHSS Overtime! 
 In honor of the 15th anniversary of the historic Olmstead Supreme Court decision 
which upheld the right of people with disabilities to live independently, we are celebrating 
that the final California State Budget includes overtime pay for IHSS workers!  
 Last month SDA fought together with other Bay Area Care Council members and 
many others against Governor Brown’s proposal to cap overtime hours for In Home Sup-
portive Services (IHSS). We advocated for a budget that provides low-income people with 
disabilities and seniors the support they need and that provides the workers who support 
them with the pay they deserve.   
 Workers came together with people with disabilities and seniors, and we collectively 
signed over 1000 postcards, made calls, and mobilized to Sacramento. Because of our 
work, along with other organizations from around the state, Brown’s proposal to cap over-
time was rejected! This is a huge victory. Thank you for helping to make it happen. 
 Unfortunately, this same budget maintains the previously implemented 7% cut to 
IHSS hours and fails to fix our fraying safety net. This is unacceptable. Over the next year, 
we will work to restore this cut.    
 In addition to the IHSS win, there were other victories thanks to the hard work of ac-
tivists all over the state. The budget will restore around 11,500 subsidized child care slots, 
but to put that in perspective more than 110,000 slots were cut in the last 5 years and be-
fore cuts began there were 100,000 kids on waiting lists. CalWORKs grants will receive a 
5% increase beginning next April, bringing monthly grants up to $704 per month for a fami-
ly of 3, only 42.6% of the Federal Poverty Level.  
 While we have these victories to celebrate, there is much more to do on the 
statewide level to include everyone in the budget pri-
orities. This year, Governor Brown put $1.6 billion in 
the rainy day fund and will use $1.6 billion towards 
paying down debt, while many people are still reeling 
from the cuts made during the recession.  
 Together, we will build on this victory and con-
tinue to demand that our state support workers, peo-
ple with disabilities, seniors, and all California fami-
lies.    
See page 2 for more information on IHSS changes.  

IHSS Task Force Meeting 
Thursday July 17th 10:30 AM 

Senior and Disability Action Office 
1360 Mission Street #400 

Check out our website!  www.sdaction.org.  Updated frequently!      
Find us on Facebook: Senior and Disability Action 

Inside this Issue: 
Pg. 2  IHSS update and Fundraiser 
Pg. 3  Ellis Act Reform Bill defeat 
Pg. 4  Housing issues 
Pg. 5  SRO Elevator Hearing  
Pg. 6  Sounds of SOMA and Survival School 
Pg. 7  Community Calendar Our office will be closed on Friday July 4th. 
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New IHSS Overtime Rules: What Do They Mean for Consumers? 

 

For the first time, IHSS workers will be able to get overtime if they work more than 

40 hours (for one or more consumers) in a week.  The state budget that just passed 

sets these limits: 

 

1.   A limit on how many hours an IHSS worker can work in a week: workers can not 

work more than 61 hours each week, no matter how many consumers they work for. 

There is NO exception to this policy. 

  

2.   A limit on how many hours of service an IHSS consumer can use in a week. This 

is not a reduction in hours. For the first time, the authorized total monthly hours will 

be divided into a weekly amount. 

  

This means there are two limits on consumers and workers: the number of hours per 

week a worker can work and the number of hours per week a consumer can receive 

services. There are some exceptions to the limits on a consumer's service hours. 

  

For many consumers, these two new limits will not change how things work now. 

  

These are the basic provisions, but the new rules are complicated. Please see this 

new publication for a full summary:	http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/pubs/555401.pdf 

(Reprinted from Disability Rights of California) 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
SDA’S ANNUAL CELEBRATION AND FUNDRAISER  

 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12TH 5-8 PM 

LGBT CENTER 
1800 MARKET STREET 

FOOD! DRINKS! MUSIC! PRIZES! 
 

TICKETS WILL GO ON SALE SOON. PLEASE CHECK WITH US. 



 Tenants Together Statement on Defeat of Ellis Act Reform Bill  
By Dean Preston, edited for length 
From the Tenants Together blog: http://rentsandrants.blogspot.com/2014/06/
tenants-together-statement-on-defeat-of.html 
     On Wednesday June 18th, Democratic Assembly Members Sharon Quirk-Silva (D 
– Fullerton) and Cheryl Brown (D- San Bernardino) teamed up with Republicans Bri-
an Maienschein (R – San Diego) and Beth Gaines (R – Roseville) to defeat SB 1439 
(Leno), a modest bill to stop speculators from misusing California’s Ellis Act to evict 
long-term tenants. The bill, co-sponsored by Tenants Together and San Francisco 
Mayor Edwin Lee, failed on a 3-4 vote, with Assembly Members Ed Chau (D – Monte-
rey Park), Tom Ammiano (D – San Francisco) and Mariko Yamada (D –Davis) voting 
to support the bill. The bill would have plugged a loophole that has allowed specula-
tors to purchase apartment buildings and immediately evict long-term San Francisco 
tenants who are disproportionately elderly and disabled. With no real arguments 
against the bill, the real estate lobby relied on a strategy of misrepresentations and 
campaign donations to prevail. 
     The defeat of SB 1439 highlights a growing problem in Sacramento. The real es-
tate industry’s control of Democrats through campaign donations corrupts the law-
making process, undermining the ability of California’s 15 million tenants to have their 
needs addressed by legislators.  
          With rents, evictions and habitability problems escalating across the state, ten-
ant discontent is on the rise. We thank all of the tenants and tenant organizations who 
came to Sacramento, sent letters, signed petitions, made calls and otherwise sup-
ported our legislative efforts. Your presence was felt in the Capitol, and without your 
support, we would not have made it this far. We defied the odds and got this bill 
through the California Senate, but in the end were not able to get it through the As-
sembly Housing & Community Development Committee. 
     The Ellis Act reform bill was backed by an incredibly broad coalition of labor un-
ions, senior groups, tech companies, and social justice groups. San Francisco politi-
cal leaders --Mayor Ed Lee (SB 1439 co-sponsor), Senator Mark Leno (SB 1439 au-
thor), Assembly Member Tom Ammiano, Assembly Member Phil Ting and the entire 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors – were united for Ellis Act reform. We appreciate 
the solidarity and the hard work of all of our allies in this fight.  
     We are deeply disappointed that Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins (D – San Diego) 
did not take steps to secure passage of SB 1439. Tenant advocates were excited to 
welcome Speaker Atkins – a proven leader on affordable housing construction -- 
when she recently took over leadership of the Assembly.  As Speaker, she has con-
siderable power to control whether bills live or die. Her inaction on this bill stands in 
sharp contrast to the Senate in which President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (D – Sac-
ramento) and incoming Pro Tem Kevin de Leon (D – Los Angeles) fought for passage 
of the bill, leadership that proved essential in a difficult floor fight. We urge our mem-
bers to call Speaker Atkins at (916) 319-2078 and urge her to take a more proactive 
role in passing commonsense tenant protections like SB 1439. 
Con�nued on page 5 

3 



 

July SDA General Meeting 

Housing: The Anti-Speculation Tax 
Thursday July 10th 

10-12 noon 
Doors open at 9 AM, meeting starts promptly at 10 

Lunch at 12 noon, $2  
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin, at Geary 

 

For more information 
Call 546-1333 or email info@sdaction.org  

Housing 
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Senior and Disability University 

Protect Affordable Housing 
 

Senior & Disability Action University is a Free Leadership Training 
Program by and for Seniors and Adults with Disabilities in San Francis-
co. Classes cover community organizing skills, senior leadership and 
senior empowerment. Each round of Senior University consists of 4 
weekly classes. 

For the months of July and August, SDA University will cover the fight to 
create and protect Affordable Housing in San Francisco.  

Featured speakers will be members of the Anti-Speculation Tax Coalition.  

WHEN:  Wednesdays: July 16, 23, 30 & August 6   

          From 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

WHERE:  International Hotel Manilatown Center, 
868 KEARNY ST. at JACKSON ST. 

To attend, please register by calling Senior & Disability Action at  
(415)546-2096 or email srira@sdaction.org  
 

Please refrain from wearing any scented products . This includes perfume, scented lotions, detergents, or hair-
sprays, etc. Thank you for helping us to provide an office that is fully accessible to all people with disabilities. 



Bills and Hearings 

Hearing on Elevators in SROs 
 
 More than two-thirds of residents in single-room occupancy hotels (SROs) who 
completed a recent survey say their building’s elevator is often out of service. And al-
most half of survey participants say they or someone they know has been trapped in 
an elevator or trapped in or out of their home because of a broken elevator. These 
facts were shared at a hearing at City Hall on Monday, June 23 of the Land Use 
Committee of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. Supervisor Jane Kim called 
the hearing to figure out what to do about this problem. Senior and Disability Action 
brought the issue to Kim’s attention at a press conference in February.  
 At the hearing, SDA and the SRO Collaboratives shared results of an extensive 
survey of senior and disabled residents of SROs conducted in 2012, which identified 
lack of physical access due to unreliable elevators as a key problem. They also 
talked about the recent questionnaire, which shows that the problem has gotten 
worse instead of better. Residents of SRO hotels told horror stories about elevators. 
One tenant said the elevator in his building doesn’t support his power wheelchair, so 
he leaves it in the lobby and transfers to a manual chair, which he says is getting 
harder and harder. Responding to community concerns, the Department of Building 
Inspection has conducted research and may be able to work with SRO owners to de-
termine solutions. Also at the hearing, the Mayor’s Office on Disability talked about 
the recent Resolution on Accessible Housing, which calls on the City to maintain ex-
isting accessible features, like elevators, to ensure good and safe housing for people 
with disabilities and seniors.  
 Thank you to all who came out to show that something must be done! 
 Following the hearing, SDA will work with Supervisor Kim’s office and city de-
partments on setting up a loan program for SRO owners to modernize or replace 
their elevators, as well as stricter requirements for regular, ongoing maintenance. 
 
How can you help? 
• Get more elevator questionnaires filled out! Pick some up at the SDA office, down-

load it from our website (www.sdaction.org) or fill it out online at: http://
www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1502286/402ea7b74e80 

• Join our SRO Elevator Workgroup! Contact Jessica or Tony to find out more.  
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Ellis Act bill defeat continued from pg. 3 
     98-year old Mary Elizabeth Phillips testified at the hearing. How could any law-
maker who claims to care about the vulnerable look this long-term, elderly tenant in 
the eye, and vote to empower the speculators who are evicting her?  
 
This marks the beginning, not the end, of our fight to change the dynamic in Sacra-
mento and stop unfair displacement of California tenants. Find out more at 
www.TenantsTogether.org 



Sounds of Soma Event 
“There are blue bars surrounding the garden and the woman put her 
hand between the bars and I took it. We are connected by the gar-
den and the bars can’t separate us.”—The People’s  
Garden, Nella Manuel  
 
 Sounds of SOMA, a new book by seniors and people 
with disabilities in the South of Market area was launched on 
Tuesday June 24th to a packed house at the Bayanihan Cen-
ter. Senior and Disability Action applied for and received a 
grant to do a series of writing workshops that commenced in 
May. The classes consisted of people learning the basics of writing by engaging in 
writing exercises and reading a variety of writings that included poetry, prose and 
memoir. The collection making up "Sounds of SOMA" is a lovely offering that shows 
the diverse tapestry that makes up SOMA. From Elisabeth Gerringer's "Images from 
Home" where she asks, "How do you know you're crying if it's raining?" to Nella Ma-
nuel's "People's Garden" where she asserts that there are "Many little heroes in the 
TL and in SOMA" and that "Every leaf has value", this collection is the breath and 
fire of SOMA that is moving in its depth and range.   
 
Sounds of SOMA is available for a sliding scale of $15-30. Please call us to order 
one. 
     _________________________________________ 

Join us for LGBT Senior and Disability Survival School 
with Openhouse 

Learn more about community resources, your rights and advocacy!!  

Tuesdays August 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  
10 AM -1 PM 

The LGBT Center 
1800 Market Street, Openhouse Room 306  

Over the course of four weeks, through presentations and interactive activities, we 
will cover information about benefits, housing, transportation, healthcare, preventing 
isolation and many other important issues and community resources. LGBT seniors 

and people with disabilities are especially encouraged to attend.  

To register, please contact Sarah Jarmon at 415. 546.1333 x 302 or Fairley Parson at 
415.296.8995 x304 

Classes are free of cost, and a light lunch will be served. The site is wheelchair accessi-
ble. To request accommodations for a disability please contact Sarah Jarmon at 
least 72 hours before the class to help to ensure availability.     
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Monroe Gaines,  
SOMA resident and 
Sounds of SOMA  
contributor.  



Community Calendar: July 2014 
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Senior and  
Disability Action  
Board of Directors 

Betty Traynor 
President 

Nader R. Shabahangi 
Treasurer 

Karen Fishkin 
Recording Secretary 

Kathy Lipscomb 
Corresponding  
Secretary 

Walter Devaughn Marie Jobling Hene Kelly 

Lolita Kintanar Herb Levine Michael Lyon Ursula McGuire 

        DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME & PLACE  MORE INFO? 

 Mon-Fri 
 

Computer Open Lab 
and Beginning  
Computer Classes 

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
1360 Mission Street  Suite 400 
Call for class times and lab hours 

Pi Ra 546-2096  

Wednesday July 2nd  SDA Board Meeting 
1:30-3:30 PM 
1360 Mission St. #400 

Jessica Lehman 
546-1333 ext. 301 

  
2nd Wednesday 
July 9th 
  

HealthCare Action 
Team (HAT)  

11:00-1:00 PM 
Bayanihan Center 1010 Mission Street at 
6th 

Jessica Lehman 
546-1333 x301 

2nd Thurs 
July 10th 
 

 SDA  
 General Meeting 

10 AM-12 PM  
Unitarian Universalist Church  
1187 Franklin @ Geary  

SDA  546-1333  
 

2nd Thurs 
July 10th 
 

California Alliance for 
Retired Americans 
(CARA)  

 
1 PM 
 

Jodi Reid 
550-0828 

2nd Thursday 
July 10th 

Long Term Care  
Coordinating Council 

1-3 PM 
 

Bill.Haskell 
@sfgov.org 

2nd Monday 
July 14th 

Coalition of Agencies 
Serving the Elderly 
(CASE) 

3 PM-5 PM 
Patty Clement-Cihak 
452-3500 

3rd Weds 
July 16th 
 

SDA Housing  
Collaborative 
 

At SD University 
See announcement inside for details 
 

Tony Robles 
546-1333 x306 

3rd Friday 
July 18th 
 

Mayor’s Disability             
Council 

1-4 PM City Hall Room 400 
Mayors Office on  
Disability  554-6789  

Tuesday July 22nd 
SDA New Member 
Orientation 

1-3 PM 
SDA Office 1360 Mission St. #400 

Please call Jessica 
or Sarah to RSVP 
(415) 546-1333 

Thursday July 24th 
SDA Newsletter  
Mailing 

10 AM-2 PM 
SDA Office 1360 Mission St. #400 
 

Call Sarah if you are 
interested in helping 
546-1333 ext 302 



Senior and Disability Action News is produced by SDA Staff and volunteers. 
Newsletter Volunteers: Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Alex Macdonald, Gary and Emeline Jacobs 
 
We would like to hear from you! 
Send information and commentary to sarah@sdaction.org or fax to (415) 546-1344.   

Thanks to all our Funders for your generous support for our work! 

 Become a Member of  Senior and Disability Action!! 
Dues are $20/year OR according to your means. Pay more or less as you are able.  
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________  City: ___________   Zip: __________ 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
Interests:     □Housing      □Healthcare     □Long-term care & supports    

□Community education   □Computer training   □Pedestrian safety & transit □Other: 

____________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive newsletters & postcards?  □Email    □Postal mail 

Please send dues to: SDA, 1360 Mission St. #400, San Francisco CA 94103 


