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News and Views 

“We’re Here, We’re Loud, We’re Disabled, and Proud!” 

 July 26, 2014 marks the 24th anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act! The ADA is considered landmark civil rights legislation 
for people with disabilities, prohibiting discrimination in employment, ed-
ucation, public accommodations, and transportation. To be instituted, 
this law took decades of grassroots organizing, including town hall 
meetings in every state, protests, legislative advocacy, and people in 
wheelchairs getting out of their wheelchairs and climbing up the steps of 
the U.S. Capitol.  
 To honor the progress and continued work, SDA members and staff joined the annual Dis-
ability Pride Parade and Festival in Mountain View. People of all ages and disabilities marched 
through downtown – they had banners, t-shirts, and most of all, pride in being ourselves, pride in 
being people with disabilities, pride in our powerful and beautiful community! We chanted “We’re 
Here, We’re Loud, We’re Disabled, and Proud!” What do we want? Affordable housing! When do 
we want it? Now! 
 The parade was followed by a festival. Speakers included Nina G, a comedian with a stut-
ter, Karyn Laura, a poet with a disability, and others. The Paul K. Longmore Institute on Disability 
at SFSU asked people to think about the work we need to do beyond the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act. What are you “patient no more” about, they asked? SDA member Mira Ingram and Exec-
utive Director Jessica Lehman both wrote messages about the need to stop evictions and ensure 
affordable housing for people with disabilities and ALL people.  
 Next year will be the 25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, offering a time 
to celebrate our progress and to reflect and energize ourselves on all the work that is left to be 

done. Celebrations will be held all over. The SFSU Longmore Institute on Disability will display 
stories of people who occupied the San Francisco feder-
al building for one month in 1977 to demand access un-

der Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act – including 
SDA’s very own Ursula 
McGuire. Let us know if you 

have ideas for how SDA 
should celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of the ADA! 

 
 
 
 

IHSS Task Force Meeting 
Thursday August 21st 10:30 AM 

Senior and Disability Action Office 
1360 Mission Street #400 

Check out our website!  www.sdaction.org.  Updated frequently!      
Find us on Facebook: Senior and Disability Action 
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 Remembering Vera Haile 
 

 We at Senior and Disability Action mourn the passing of 
Vera Haile, a lifelong advocate for immigrants, seniors, and 
people with disabilities in San Francisco. Vera passed away on 
July 9, 2014, surrounded by friends and family. She was a be-
loved member of our community who always stood up for jus-
tice for all. 
 Vera began her career and advocacy in social services at 
San Francisco’s Department of Social Services, then went on to lead at Self-Help for 
the Elderly in San Francisco’s Chinatown. She later served as the Executive Director 
of North of Market Senior Services (now called Curry Senior Center). In addition, she 
participated in and sat on many councils and commissions throughout the city, 
namely the Adult Services Commission, the Advisory Council to the Aging and Adult 
Services Department (DAAS), the Mayor’s Long Term Care Coordinating Council 
(LTCCC), the Coalition of Agencies Serving the Elderly (CASE) and Senior and Dis-
ability Action (SDA) and the Commission for Immigrant Rights. She was also a 
founding board member of the Community Living Campaign and member of the San 
Francisco In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) Task Force. 
  Donations can be made in her honor to any of the following:  Curry Senior 
Center, Self-Help for the Elderly, Chinese Newcomers Service Center, American 
Friends Service Committee (community resources section), Church of The Savior in 
Knoxville, TN, and Senior and Disability Action. 
 Vera's memorial and light reception will be held at St. Mary's Cathedral (in St. 
Francis Hall) at 1111 Gough St, in San Francisco, from 5:30-7:30 pm, on Thursday, 
July 31st.  Flowers may be delivered to St. Mary's Cathedral, as long as the date 
and time of Vera's memorial are specified.  

SDA’S ANNUAL CELEBRATION  
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12TH 5-8 PM 
LGBT CENTER 

1800 MARKET STREET 
FOOD! DRINKS! MUSIC! PRIZES! 

 

Buy event tickets and tickets for the prize drawing by calling  
(415) 546-1333 or go to sdaparty.eventbrite.com  



 “They're going to have to take me out of here feet first.”  

Ninety Eight year old Mary Phillips always paid her rent on time. Mary Phillips 
has lived in her Dolores Street home for 40 years and now faces eviction by Urban 
Green Investments, a San Francisco based real estate company which has been 
identified as a serial evictor by the Anti-Eviction mapping project. Tenants like Mary 
are vulnerable to evictions—elders who have lived in their rent-controlled homes in 
sought after neighborhoods coveted by tech workers, hipsters and real estate specu-
lators intent on circumventing rent control by any means necessary. Since the pur-
chase of Mary’s building by Urban Green, she and her neighbor Sarah Brant—who is 
Mary’s care provider and a San Francisco school teacher—have chosen to fight their 
eviction rather than be intimidated into leaving. In an effort to separate Mary from Sa-
rah, Urban Green is in legal proceedings with Sarah, adding the stress of possibly be-
ing completely isolated. Urban Green and its CEO David McCloskey and its subsidi-
ary company Cornerstone Holdings, have taken hundreds of rent controlled units off 
the market through abusing the state’s Ellis Act to intimidate and force seniors out of 
their long time homes. We fully support Mary, as well as other seniors who are living 
with the fear of eviction or the stress of eviction itself. Mary has decided to fight. 
“They're going to have to take me out of here feet first. Just because of your age, 
don't let people push you around." 

Last year a series of citywide tenant’s conventions in San Francisco addressed 
the issue of rampant evictions and out of control speculation by real estate investors. 
A proposal to impose a property transfer tax on speculators who buy property with the 
intent of selling off quickly to make a profit was the top proposal that came out of the 
conventions. District 1 Supervisor Eric Mar introduced legislation that would reign in 
out of control real estate speculation, the driving force behind the city’s eviction crisis. 
Mar’s “Anti-Speculation Tax” would impose a graduated real estate transfer tax on 
short term property flips when a profit is made from sale. If the resale is made within 
the first year of purchase, the tax would be 24% of the resale price. Taxes would drop 
to 22% within 2 years of purchase, 20% within 3 years, 18% within 4 years and 14% 
within 5 years. Coming on the heels of Ellis Act reform that failed on the state level, it 
is time that San Francisco imposes restraints on this out of control situation.    
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Calling All Consumers Who Hire Private-pay Personal Attendants! 

Are you a senior or a person with a disability who has a personal attendant who you 
pay out of pocket*? Do you want to share your story about the importance this worker 
has in your life? Participate in the Dignity in the Home Story Collection Project, spon-
sored by the Bay Area Care Council and CA Domestic Workers Coalition. Contact: 
Dalia Rubiano Yedidia, (415) 621 8140 ex 301, dalia@mujeresunidas.net to learn 
more! 

*The focus of the project is to collect stories from people who hire private pay person-
al attendants and caregivers (not IHSS consumers), as the new Domestic Worker Bill 
of Rights only affects private pay workers and not those paid through IHSS. 



 

 The San Francisco city budget for 2014-2015 has been voted on. Several mem-
bers of Senior and Disability Action along with staff and board members came out to 
the public hearing on the budget and spoke powerfully in support of housing, food se-
curity, elevators in SRO hotels, the Community Living Fund, and the cost of doing 
business increase for non-profits. Thanks to all those who came out!  
 SDA supported work of several partner organizations to secure more funding 
for housing, considering the housing crisis we are in and the continued eviction and 
displacement of seniors, people with disabilities, and families. Housing advocates 
worked hard and the Mayor’s budget and the add-back process included several mil-
lion dollars for legal services, eviction prevention, and rapid re-housing. The Food Se-
curity Task Force asked for funding for home-delivered meals, home-delivered gro-
ceries, and congregate meals. The budget now includes about $2 million towards 
meals and groceries. This is a start, and we will continue to work for more money for 
food in future budget years. 
 SDA had a big budget win – Supervisor Jane Kim set aside $250,000 to fix ele-
vators in SRO hotels! Elevators have been a major concern for seniors and people 
with disabilities in single-room occupancy hotels. They constantly go out of service 
and strand people in or out of their rooms for days or even months at a time. The 
funds will go towards some kind of revolving loan fund to pay for major repairs, reno-
vations, or replacement. While $250,000 will not go far, considering the huge ex-
pense of elevators, this is a step towards having a system of getting repairs made, 
and we will advocate for more funds to be placed into this fund. 
 The major setback in this budget cycle was the cost of doing business for non-
profits. While rents for non-profits and for individual San Francisco residents go up 
every year, the Mayor only included a 1.5% increase for cost of doing business for 
non-profits who contract with the city, and the supervisors did not add to this.  
SDA unfortunately was not able to put together a strong request in the city budget 
process for Free Muni for seniors and people with disabilities. This process is only 
one way to win Free Muni, and we will continue to work in the coming months to 
make sure that seniors and people with disabilities can get around the city and con-
tinue to participate in our community! 

City Budget Update 
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Are you wondering how you can get more involved with 

SDA? Do you have some free time during the week?  

We are looking for members who would like to help us in the office with 

answering phones and making calls, mailings, event planning, and other 

office tasks.  

Please call us at 546-1333 to find out how you can help! 



Consumer News 

More People Eligible for CalFresh (Food Stamps)! 
 

After a lot of advocacy, the State of California has raised the gross monthly income 
limit for CalFresh eligibility to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (it was previously 
set at 130% FPL). This change started July 1, 2014.These changes will surely impact 
the many San Franciscans struggling to pay rent and feed themselves and their fami-
lies. 
 

To be eligible for CalFresh, you can’t be receiving SSI/SSP, but others in your house-
hold may still be eligible. You must have at least one U.S. citizen or legal permanent 
resident in your household, and you must meet the income limits shown below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call the CalFresh hotline at 415-820-1448 to make an appointment. 

Household Size 130% FPL 200% FPL 

1 $1,245 $1,915 

2 $1,681 $2,585 

3 $2,116 $3,255 

4 $2,552 $3,925 

5 $2,987 $4,595 

6 $3,423 $5,265 

7 $3,858 $5,935 

8 $4,294 $6,605 
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Area Code Changes Coming! 
To accommodate the demand for telephone numbers, a new area code 628 is being 
added to the area now served by the 415 area code. This is an addition to the same 
geographic area and does not require customers to change their area code. 
But it does mean that for those of us used to dialing just the 7-digit number within our 
area code, we will have to remember to dial 1 + area code + the 7-digit number.  
We should begin to use this new approach starting August 16 of this year. If we for-
get, the calls will still go through, but only until February 21 of next year. After that the 
calls will not go through without the 1+415 or 628 before the 7-digit number. 
 

What will not change: 

+ your telephone number and current area code 

+ the price of the call, coverage area or other rates of service 

+ what is a local call will remain a local call, regardless of the number of digits 

dialed 

+ you can still dial just 3 digits to reach 911, 211, 311, 411, etc. 

Questions? Call 1-800-649-7570 



     Wednesday, July 30 is Medicare’s Birthday! 
Protect it! 
Improve it! 

Expand it to cover Everyone! 

 
Wednesday. July 30 Events for Medicare: 
3:30 - 4:00 PM: Rally at the Valencia/22nd St. Social Security Office. 
Songs, cake, and information on the importance of Medicare. Rally to restore 
cuts to hours and services at this and other Social Security offices. 
 
4:00 - 5:00 PM: Town Hall Meeting at City College Mission Campus, Valencia 
and 22nd—Across the street in Room 109. 
A Town Hall Meeting on why Medicare needs to be protected, improved, and 
expanded to cover everyone. Health activists will outline a new campaign to 
get rid of insurance companies in California and have equal, affordable 
single-payer healthcare for all. 
 
If available, elected representatives Mark Leno, Tom Ammiano, and David Campos 
will update their legislative efforts to improve California healthcare. 
 
This event marks the San Francisco kick-off of the Campaign for a Healthy Califor-

nia, which aims to win Single-Payer / Medicare-For-All healthcare in California. If you 
would like to get involved chc-sf@gmail.com .    
 

This event is sponsored by the California Alliance for Retired Americans and the 
Campaign for a Healthy California. For more information: 415-550-0828. 

______________________________________________ 
August SDA General Meeting 

Avoiding Elder Abuse and Isolation 
We will hear from speakers from the Institute on Aging, The Friendship Line and 

Community Living Campaign. 

Thursday August 14th 
10-12 noon 

Doors open at 9 AM, meeting starts promptly at 10 
Lunch at 12 noon, $2  

Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin, at Geary 
For more information 

Call 546-1333 or email info@sdaction.org  
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Community Calendar: August 2014 
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Senior and  
Disability Action  
Board of Directors 

Betty Traynor 
President 

Nader R. Shabahangi 
Treasurer 

Karen Fishkin 
Recording Secretary 

Kathy Lipscomb 
Corresponding  
Secretary 

Walter Devaughn Marie Jobling Hene Kelly 

Lolita Kintanar Herb Levine Michael Lyon Ursula McGuire 

        DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME & PLACE  MORE INFO? 

 Mon-Fri 
 

Computer Open Lab 
and Beginning  
Computer Classes 

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
1360 Mission Street  Suite 400 
Call for class times and lab hours 

Pi Ra 546-2096  

Thursday August 7th  SDA Board Meeting 
1:30-3:30 PM 
1360 Mission St. #400 

Jessica Lehman 
546-1333 ext. 
301 

  
2nd Wednesday 
August 13th 
  

HealthCare Action 
Team (HAT)  

11:00-1:00 PM 
Bayanihan Center 1010 Mission Street at 
6th 

Jessica Lehman 
546-1333 x301 

2nd Thurs 
August 14th 
 

 SDA  
 General Meeting 

10 AM-12 PM  
Unitarian Universalist Church  
1187 Franklin @ Geary  

SDA  546-1333  
 

Tuesday August 5th 
SRO Workgroup 
meeting 

DAAS 
1650 Mission 

Jessica 546-
1333 x301 

2nd Monday 
August 11th 

Coalition of Agencies 
Serving the Elderly 
(CASE) 

3 PM-5 PM 
Patty Clement-
Cihak 
452-3500 

3rd Weds 
August 20th 
 

SDA Housing  
Collaborative 
 

1390 Mission Street, 2nd Floor 
 

Tony Robles 
546-1333 x306 

3rd Friday 
August 15th 
 

Mayor’s Disability             
Council 

1-4 PM City Hall Room 400 
Mayors Office on  
Disability  554-
6789  

Thursday August 28th 
SDA Newsletter  
Mailing 

10 AM-2 PM 
SDA Office 1360 Mission St. #400 
 

Call Sarah if you 
are interested in 
helping 546-
1333 ext 302 



Senior and Disability Action News is produced by SDA Staff and volunteers. 
Newsletter Volunteers: Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Alex Macdonald, Gary and Emeline Jacobs 
 
We would like to hear from you! 
Send information and commentary to sarah@sdaction.org or fax to (415) 546-1344.   

Thanks to all our Funders for your generous support for our work! 

 Become a Member of  Senior and Disability Action!! 
Dues are $20/year OR according to your means. Pay more or less as you are able.  
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________  City: ___________   Zip: __________ 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
Interests:     □Housing      □Healthcare     □Long-term care & supports    

□Community education   □Computer training   □Pedestrian safety & transit □Other: 

____________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive newsletters & postcards?  □Email    □Postal mail 

Please send dues to: SDA, 1360 Mission St. #400, San Francisco CA 94103 


