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Disability Advocates Protest Proposed BART Design 

On Wednesday April 16th, the ILRC-SF led a group of ad-
vocates who raised concerns that the proposed design for 
new BART cars is not fully accessible. The design does not 
provide enough space for people with wheelchairs or ser-
vice animals. 
More protests are 
planned. Go to 
www.ilrcsf.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IHSS Task Force Meeting 
Thursday May 15th 10:30 AM 

Senior and Disability Action Office 
1360 Mission Street #400 

Check out our new and improved website!  www.sdaction.org.  Updated frequently!      
Find us on Facebook: Senior and Disability Action 
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The Fight for Free Muni Carries On 
 Our short but intensive campaign to win free Muni for low and moderate-income 
seniors passed its first hurdle. At the April 15th MTA Board meeting, the Directors heard 
testimony from dozens of seniors and people with disabilities. SDA Board President Betty 
Traynor delivered 500 more signed postcards supporting Free Muni for Seniors and Peo-
ple with Disabilities. Many people talked about the hardship of paying for public transpor-
tation, and how often by the 3rd week of the month their money has run out. The MTA 
board voted to endorse the idea of Free Muni for Seniors and People with Disabilities in 
their two-year 2015-2017 budget. They also voted to freeze the fair hike for the discount 
passes until July 2015. The MTA board is concerned about the budget for Muni, and feels 
they must wait until the November bond measure on the ballot passes before beginning to 
implement the program. They said it was a matter of when, not if, it will happen. This is a 
positive step, but we will still need to keep the campaign going so that we ensure that 
Free Muni is not overlooked as a priority post-November.   
 Thank you to everyone who came out to support and speak on April 15th! Please 
keep in touch to hear about next steps.  

SDA member Bob 

Planthold. 

The SDA office will be closed on 
Thursday May 1st for International 
Workers’ Day and Monday May 26th 
for Memorial Day.  
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Carl Bloice Remembered 
1939-2014 
Edited from Chuck Idelson’s article 
 
 Carl Bloice, a brilliant journalist, theorist, and 
teacher who inspired and mentored generations of 
activists in the U.S. and around the world for more 
than five decades, died in San Francisco April 12 
after a long battle with cancer. He was 75. 
 Carl was a long-time active participant in all 
aspects of Senior Action Network and Senior and 
Disability Action, including as a board member and 
the dean of Senior and Disability University for many years.  
            Carl was born January 28, 1939 in Riverside, Ca. As a teenager, living in South 
Central Los Angeles, he began his own political activism early in civil rights activities 
as a member of the Liberal Religious Youth, the Unitarian Universalists’ youth organ-
ization, in Los Angeles.  
 For a time, Carl planned a life in the ministry of the Unitarian Church. But his 
activism and work with others in the burgeoning civil rights movement led him in an-
other direction.  
 By the age of 20, Carl had joined the U.S. Communist Party. This was a time, 
noted Franklin Alexander, one of Carl’s early friends, and fellow young African Ameri-
can CP recruit, that it was hard to get in the door with many leaving in the wake of 
the Red Scare, anti-Communist repression in the U.S., and the post-Stalin revela-
tions in the Soviet Union. 
 From a courageous stint as what is believed to be the first Northern reporter to 
cover the 1960s Civil Rights movement in the South to editing the West Coast Peo-
ple’s World newspaper to his years as the paper’s Moscow correspondent during the 
turbulent final years of the Soviet Union to stinging commentary as a prominent 
blogger for left and African American publications, Carl paved one groundbreaking 
path after another. 
 Carl became a prolific blogger in his retirement. A frequent target of his pointed 
commentary was repeated threats to cut Social Security and Medicare. One 2012 
column, titled “And Now the Catfood Party,” speared the Washington proponents of 
the Simpson-Bowles budget cutting commission, labeled by critics as the “Catfood 
Commission,” as Carl noted “an allusion to the really existing seniors who have re-
sorted to eating pet food when their meager incomes have run out.” 
 Longtime San Francisco peace, labor and community activist Giuliana Milan-
ese, one of Carl’s oldest and closest friends, recalled him as “a reflective comrade, 
unfailing in his commitment to justice, and his steadfast vision, not based on leaders 
who come and go but on ideas that create change. Carl never gave up the fight for a 
better world.”  
 



 

11th Annual Disability Capitol Day 
Wednesday May 21st   

 

West Lawn, State Capitol  
Sacramento 

9 AM 
Leaving San Francisco at 8 AM 

 

Please join SDA and State-Wide Disability  
Advocates for this exciting event. There will be a  

Solidarity March, Disability Resource Fair and  
Educational Rally, Lunch and visits to legislators.  

 

If you would like to attend with SDA, please contact Tony or Pi at 
(415) 546-1333 to reserve a seat. We will have accessible trans-

portation available for those who register in advance. 
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Senior and Disability Survival School 

Tuesdays June 3, 10, 17 and 24 
1-4 PM 

Mercy Terrace 
333 Baker Street 

 

Come learn about community resources, your rights and benefits! Speak 
directly with representatives from transportation, housing, healthcare and 
benefit programs.  
 
Russian translation provided. Wheelchair accessible. Please call to  
request other accommodations for a disability.  
 
Please call Sarah Jarmon at (415) 546-1333 ext. 302 to register.  
Preregistration required.  



 

May 15th is the date the Governor releases the “May Revise” California Budget. We 
are concerned about the effects on seniors and people with disabilities.  
 
Californians have suffered greatly, and continue to suffer, due to the Great Recession 
and its legacy of cuts to the most vital of government services. From our public edu-
cation and health care system to vital safety-net services, massive disinvestment is 
preventing economic growth, reducing economic opportunity, forcing our most vulner-
able populations to endure needless pain, and permanently damaging future pro-
spects for our children.  A fiscally responsible state budget for 2014-15 uses new rev-
enues – revenues provided by California voters and by economic growth – to begin to 
refund and reinvest in core public systems and services.   
 
State Policymakers should invest $5 Billion more in people and communities! 
Restorations include addressing long-term cuts to Health and Human Services 
 

 

• HEALTH/MEDI-CAL - $3.7 billion cut since FY’08-09 

• SSI/SSP - $4.6 billion cut since FY2008-09 

• CHILD CARE - $1.6 billion cut since FY2008-09 

• SENIOR SERVICES - $191.4 mil cut since FY2008-09 

• IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (IHSS) -$336.3 million cut 

since FY2008-09 and threats to cut overtime in 2014/15 

• DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  - $997 million cut since 

FY2008-09 

Budget Issues 
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To learn more about the state budget, please attend the...  

May SDA General Meeting  
Topic: City and State Budget Issues 

 

Thursday May 8th 
 

Doors Open at 9, Meeting starts at 10 AM 
Lunch at 12 noon 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin at Geary 

Call 415-546-1333 for information 



News and Events 

Mayor Announces Funding for Elevators in Public Housing 
 
 The Mayor has listened to senior and disabled Housing Authority tenants and 
announced that he has identified funding to fix elevators! Thousands of seniors and 
people with disabilities in Housing Authority buildings rely on these elevators every 
day to get in and out of their apartments. 

 In Clementina Towers, 666 Ellis, Ping Yuen, and many other buildings, eleva-
tors stop functioning for weeks at a time, leaving people stranded in or out of their 
apartments. Residents have had to miss doctor’s appointments and have had to rely 
on friends and neighbors to bring food. Residents have raised these issues through 
the Housing Authority Citywide Council–Senior & Disabled, along with community 
meetings, a rally held at City Hall in February, and the media, and now we have victo-
ry! This new funding for elevators will dramatically improve the quality of life for thou-
sands of seniors and people with disabilities living in public housing. 
 At the same time, the mayor must recognize that elevators in Housing Authority 
buildings, once repaired and/or replaced, absolutely must be maintained regularly 
and properly in order to avoid going out again. 
 Plus, we will continue to urge the mayor and the Board of Supervisors to make 
elevator access in single room occupancy hotels (SROs) a priority. A study released 
in 2012 by SDA and the SRO Collaboratives showed that elevator access is a major 
problem for the thousands of seniors and people with disabilities living in SROs. The 
mayor and the city must ensure that elevators are fixed and properly maintained in 
both publicly-funded and privately-owned and operated SROs, to ensure that every-
one can safely get in and out of their homes. 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

SDA and partners hold rally at the San 
Francisco Association of Realtors.  
 

On Tuesday April 22nd, Senior and Disability Action, Evic-
tion Free San Francisco, Housing Rights Committee and 
others held a rally out side the office of the San Francisco 
Association of Realtors to draw attention to their role in the 
eviction crisis. They locked out of the offices, but a repre-
sentative of association met the protestors outside and as-
sured them he would carry their concerns back to others.  

 
The demands were to stop the evictions of seniors 
and people with disabilities, and to not oppose any 
of the anti-speculation legislation on the ballot in No-
vember.  
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SDA member Ethel  
Silverstein along with Eviction Free 
San  Francisco's Erin McElroy  
introducing "Ethel's List--the Dirty 
Thirty" listing of the top 30 serial  
evictors in San Francisco. 



Thank you to all SDA Volunteers! 
 

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month. We would like to extend a 
great big thank you to all the folks who give their time and energy 
to make this organization what it is. Volunteers help us with  
everything from the newsletter folding to the computer lab to all 
the meetings, classes and rallies. Volunteers speak up at press 
conferences and at city hall. You are the heart and soul of SDA. 
THANK YOU!!! 

6 

SDA Board transitions 

We would like to bid a fond farewell to two board members and welcome 
a new board member. 
 
After more than a decade as a board member for Planning for Elders and then  
Senior and Disability Action, Alan Coleman has decided to retire. Dr. Coleman 
played an important leadership role during his time with Planning for Elders. He was 
very supportive of the plan to merge Planning for Elders and Senior Action Network, 
and he was vital to the success of the merger process. We are very sad to see him 
go, and wish him well. Thank you Dr. Coleman for all you have done for this organi-
zation! 
 
 
Pauline Williams was on the board of Senior Action Network for close to five years 
and continued on to the SDA board. Pauline has been a dedicated volunteer with 
the organizations for all that time. There wouldn’t be a General Meeting if it weren’t 
for Pauline at the front door. She will still be involved with SDA after she transitions 
off the board. Thank you for all you do for us, Pauline! 
 
 
We are excited to welcome Herb Levine to the Board of Directors. Herb is the retired 
director of the Independent Living Resource Center-San Francisco. We are very 
lucky to have his expertise and penchant for hard work. He has already shown lead-
ership on the board in a number of areas. Thank you for coming to us, Herb! 

 



Community Calendar: May 2014 
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        DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME & PLACE  MORE INFO? 

 Mon-Fri 
 

Computer Open Lab 
and Beginning  
Computer Classes 

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
1360 Mission Street  Suite 400 
Call for class times and lab hours 

Pi Ra 546-2096  

March 26th-Middle of 
May 

Write On!  
Writing workshop for 
seniors and people 
with disabilities in  
SOMA  

Wednesdays 
2-3:30 PM  
Canon Kip Senior Center 
705 Natoma 

Tony Robles 
546-1333 ext. 306 

April 30th  SDA Board Meeting 
1:30-3:30 PM 
1360 Mission St. #400 

Jessica Lehman 
546-1333 ext. 301 

Thursday May 1st SDA CLOSED ALL DAY for International Workers’ Day  

Sun May 4th-Tues 
May 6 

National Council on 
Disability Regional 
Meeting 

Ed Roberts Campus at Ashby BART 
Jessica Lehman 
546-1333 ext. 301 

1st Wednesday  
May 7th 

 DAAS Commission 
9:30 AM 
City Hall, Room 416 

355-3509 

2nd Thurs 
May 8th 
 

 SDA  
 General Meeting 

10 AM-12 PM  
Unitarian Universalist Church  
1187 Franklin @ Geary  

SDA  546-1333  
 

2nd Thurs 
May 8th 
 

California Alliance for 
Retired Americans 
(CARA)  

 
1 PM 
1188 Franklin #4 
 

Jodi Reid 
550-0828 

 2nd Thurs 
 May 8th 
  

Long Term Care Co-
ordinating Council 

CANCELLED 
Bill.Haskell 
@sfgov.org 

2nd Monday 
May 12th 
 

Coalition of Agencies 
Serving the Elderly 
(CASE) 

3 PM-5 PM  
 

Patty Clement-Cihak 
452-3500 

  
2nd Wednesday 
May 14th  
  

HealthCare Action 
Team (HAT)  

11:00-1:00  
Bayanihan Center 1010 Mission Street at 
6th 

James Chionsini 
546-1333 x304 

3rd Friday 
May 16th 
 

Mayor’s Disability             
Council 

1-4 City Hall Room 400 
Mayors Office on  
Disability  554-6789  

3rd Weds 
May 28st 
 

SDA Housing  
Collaborative 
 

1-3 PM 
1390 Mission St., 2nd Floor 
MOVED DUE TO DISABILITY CAPITOL 
ACTION DAY 

Tony Robles 
546-1333 x306 

Monday May 26th SDA Office CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAY  



Senior and Disability Action News is produced by SDA Staff and volunteers. 
Newsletter Volunteers: Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Alex Macdonald, Gary and Emeline Jacobs 
 
We would like to hear from you! 
Send information and commentary to sarah@sdaction.org or fax to (415) 546-1344.   

Thanks to all our Funders for your generous support for our work! 

 Become a Member of  Senior and Disability Action!! 
Dues are $20/year OR according to your means. Pay more or less as you are able.  
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________  City: ___________   Zip: __________ 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
Interests:     □Housing      □Healthcare     □Long-term care & supports    

□Community education   □Computer training   □Pedestrian safety & transit □Other: 

____________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive newsletters & postcards?  □Email    □Postal mail 

Please send dues to: SDA, 1360 Mission St. #400, San Francisco CA 94103 


