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Jazzie Collins, Presente! 

It is with a very sad heart that we write this article. On Wednesday 
July 11th, Jazzie Collins passed away. She was a very important 
part of Senior and Disability Action for quite some time. Her pres-
ence at the office, in meetings and at protests will be truly truly 
missed. The following article was originally printed in the Bay Area 
Reporter by Cynthia Laird. It has been edited for brevity.   
...Ms. Collins had been in the hospital for about a week; her cause 
of death was not released. 
Ms. Collins, who was open about her HIV-positive status, was ac-

tive on the LGBT Aging Task Force from its inception. "Jazzie was unanimously elected vice chair of 
the LGBT Aging Policy Task Force because she brought a wealth of experience as an advocate, an 
educator, and a self-described policy wonk," Bill Ambrunn, the chair of the task force, said. "She 
earned the respect of everyone she worked with by being herself with grace and dignity, and never 
making apologies for who she was. The task force will miss her terribly." 
In June, the LGBT Legislative Caucus in Sacramento honored Ms. Collins at the state Capitol for 
LGBT Pride Month. (Staff from SDA accompanied Jazzie on this important day, and were very 
proud of her accomplishment.) 
"Jazzie was absolutely glowing...when the LGBT caucus honored her in the Capitol," Assemblyman 
Tom Ammiano (D-San Francisco) said in a statement. "Of course, we were the ones honored to 
have her with us, gracing us with her stature as a community leader and a human being. Her work 
for justice and equality in San Francisco will have long-lasting impact, as will her advocacy for com-
munities that needed her voice, and she is missed." 
Gabriel Haaland, a longtime transgender activist 
and close friend of Ms. Collins, said, "I am honored 
to have been her friend, and to have borne witness 
to her beautiful transition. She was a fierce fighter 
for justice with a tender heart. We will miss her 
dearly.”(cont pg. 6)  
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Senior & Disability Action invites you 
to our Annual Celebration! 
Thursday September 19th 

5:00-8:00 PM 
Forget-Me-Not Café, 602 Hayes Street 

Tickets are $75 in advance 
Win an iPad mini! $2/ticket 

For more info, please contact us at  
info@sdaction.org or (415) 546-1333 



 

Can we get an amen? 

By Tony Robles  
Originally printed in the Bay Guardian 
  

 Senior and Disability Action recently learned of the outcome of the case of the elder 
who was killed in a collision with a bicyclist in the city’s Castro District.  The victim, 71 year 
old Sutchi Hui, was walking across the intersection of Castro and Market Streets with his 
wife when he was struck by 34 year old Chris Bucchere, a self-described “entrepreneur, 
software developer, founder and CEO of Social Collective Inc.”   
 Our organization has been involved in the issue of pedestrian safety, advocating for 
improvements on the city streets, corridors and areas that pose safety risks for seniors, 
people with disabilities and the public in general.  The tragic incident that took Mr. Hui’s life 
emphasizes the need for better pedestrian safety and the need to hold bicyclists account-
able for their actions. 
 Seniors have related stories of being run over or in near misses with bicycles speed-
ing through crosswalks or sidewalks.  One member of SDA recalls an incident at Critical 
Mass where a senior was driving a car with 2 kids in the backseat.  The biker repeatedly 
kicked the elder’s car, verbally berating him and frightening the children.   
 Senior and Disability Action was dismayed by the breezy attitude of the cyclist, who, 
after the collision that claimed Mr. Hui’s life, lamented the loss of his bike helmet in a blog: 
 
“In closing, I want to dedicate this story to my late helmet. She died in heroic fashion today 
as my head slammed into the tarmac�may she die knowing that because she committed 
the ultimate sacrifice, her rider can live and ride one. Can I get an amen?  Amen” 
 
 Really?  The cyclist was travelling in excess of 35 miles an hour.  Witnesses saw him 
go through 3 red lights.  It was announced that Mr. Bucchere’s punishment will be 3 years 
probation and 1000 hours of community service.  This was the second fatality involving a 
cyclist in a year.  The cyclist in the other fatality was sentenced to 500 hours of community 
service—at the bike coalition.  Where will Mr. Bucchere do his community service?  Will he 
have to look an elder in the face, or come into contact with a community of color, or a com-
munity or elders?  Or will he use his race and class privilege to sacrifice somehow to a 
community that has lost much in the way of housing and services—from communities that 
have subsidized the lives of folks such as himself? 
 We all must adhere to the rules of the road; the rules apply to both motorists as well 
as cyclists. We recognize that there are cyclists that follow the rules of the road.  But this 
case was egregious, not only in the loss of life, but in the arrogance of the cyclist, who was 
using an app that gaged his speed and overall performance on the road, offering a prize as 
an incentive.  The metaphors are striking—plowing through an area as if one has the God 
given right and too bad if you happen to be in my way.  Mr. Bucchere’s actions in the after-
math is evincive of the race and class privilege that has permeated the city where some 
lives are evidently worth more than others. 
 
Can we get an amen? 
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Domestic Workers Bill of Rights 
 
 On Tuesday August 13th, members and staff of SDA par-
ticipated in the Drive for Dignity to support the passage of the 
California Domestic Workers Bill of Rights. First there was an 
interfaith action in San Francisco, where domestic workers had 
their hands blessed by clergy from many religions. Then domes-
tic workers, employers and community and labor supporters 
loaded into buses for Sacramento, the final stop on the state-
wide Drive for Dignity. In Sacramento, there were over 300 peo-
ple to support the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights.  
 A spirited march through the streets of Sacramento ended 
on the Capitol steps. There, a press conference took place, 
where testimony was heard from domestic workers and employ-
ers alike about the importance of passage of this bill, which will 
offer the basic labor protections of overtime pay, rest breaks, 
and access to kitchen facilities. Assemblymember Tom Ammiano, the author of the bill and 
Senator Kevin DeLeon, a champion of the bill—vowed to fight for it until it passes. Other 
state representatives spoke in favor of the bill.  
 After the press conference, we all went inside the Capitol building for legislative meet-
ings. The general sense was that many of the representatives are in favor of the bill. While 
most were visiting legislators, a small group met with the office of Jerry Brown. Governor 
Brown needs a lot of pressure, especially in this last month before the bill goes to his desk to 
be signed.  
  
TAKE ACTION 

 Join the statewide call-in Tuesday, August 27th!   
Script for Employers: 
My name is __[NAME]________ and I am from ____[CITY]_____. As an employer of domestic 
workers from ___[organization/affiliation]_____, I know that domestic workers do the work that 
makes all other work possible in this state. AB 241 sets fair standards for workers to provide quality 
care consistently and sustainably. Not only is this bill possible, but it’s necessary to ensure excellent 
care for our families. As a Californian, and as an employer of domestic workers, I urge the Governor 
to stand on the side of fairness and do the right thing by working with the Domestic Workers Coali-
tion to agree on a Bill AB 241 he will sign this year. 
  

On Tuesday August 27th, please call the Governor at 916-445-2841  
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Senior and Disability Action receives housing award! 

We are proud to announce that Senior & Disability Action, along with DAAS 
and our coalition partners, just won an award for our SRO Housing Advocacy! 
The National Association of Area Agencies on Aging honored us in Louisville, 
Kentucky with a 2013 Aging Achievement Award. 



 

 

Senior and Disability Empowerment 
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Senior & Disability University PRESENTS,,,,,,,  
 

How to Survive Life as a San Francisco Renter 
 

Senior & Disability University will be holding a series of classes covering:  
Know Your Tenant Rights, Current Campaigns & Community Organizing Skills. 
 
12:30 pm to 4:30 pm August 28,  
September 4, 11, 18, 25** & October 2  
At Bayanihan Community Ctr., 1010 Mission St / 6th St 
 
Senior & Disability University is a FREE community leadership training program of  
Senior & Disability Action for seniors and people with disabilities. To RSVP or for 
more information, contact Pi Ra, SD University Director at (415)546-2096  or 
srira@sdaction.org. 

Knowledge is the difference between an evicted renter and a secure  

renter. 

**Housing Rally** 

Join us for a rally to support affordable housing and tenants’ rights 

on Wednesday September 25th at 1 PM, location TBA. 

Senior and Disability Survival School 

September 17th, 24th, October 1st and October 8th 
25 Sanchez Street (at Duboce) 

1-4 PM 
Come get the most up-to-date information regarding transportation services, commu-

nity health programs, federal and state income and benefit programs, and affordable 

housing and housing rights!  

Give important feedback to representatives from these agencies! 

Become an advocate for yourself and your community! 

Please call Sarah at (415) 546-1333 ext. 302 to register.  
 

Spanish and Chinese translation available if needed. Please call ahead.  



Consumer Rights News 

Scam Alert! 
 
More people are reporting scams that are happening in the name of the current 
changes to the health care system. In one type of scam, consumers reported receiv-
ing official sounding phone calls where the caller said he needed their personal and 
financial information to send them their new health care card.  
 
Here is a list of things that are clear signs of a scam: 
• Demands for your Medicare number or your Social Security number 

• Unsolicited offers to help you sign up for the new health care benefits before Octo-
ber 

• Demands that the new law requires you to give them your personal or financial in-
formation 

• Demands that the new law requires you to buy new health insurance 

• Unsolicited calls, visits, or emails from a representative of the federal government 
about the new law 

• Unsolicited calls, visits, or emails from a “navigator” under the new health care re-
form law or the new “exchange” 

 
Neither the federal government nor Covered California will contact anyone about the 
new law. No personal or financial information should ever be divulged to a 
stranger over the phone.  
 
We received a report of a texting scam involving the "Direct Express" card used by 
people who receive federal benefits such as Social Security. In this scam consumers 
receive a text message that appears to be from Direct Express and provides the indi-
vidual a number to call. When the individual dials the number, a recorded message 
states, "You are calling the Direct Express MasterCard verification service and due to 
an internal error and to avoid suspension of your card, push 1 to get verified.” The 
message then states that the card has been suspended and directs the listener to en-
ter their 16-digit card number, expiration date and PIN. Social Security and the U.S. 
Treasury will never contact you by phone, email, or text message to ask you for 
your card number, PIN or security code. If you have responded to any communi-
cation asking you to provide any card or personal information, please inform Direct 
Express® customer service immediately by calling the number on the back of your 
card. 
 
If you receive such a call do not call the phone number or divulge your card informa-
tion.  
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Jazzie (cont. form pg. 1) 
Born to a teen mother in Memphis, Tennessee on September 24, 1958, Ms. Collins moved 

to San Francisco in 1988. She began her transition in her late 40s 
In 2002, Ms. Collins began her political activism as a tenant at the Plaza Hotel when the 

San Francisco Redevelopment Agency was trying to demolish the building. She began to organize 
tenants and fought for their rights to keep the space as affordable housing 

During 2002-2004, Ms. Collins also worked at the Mission Agenda, a San Francisco-based 
organization focused on fighting for the rights of residential hotel tenants. With her newly acquired 
knowledge of organizing SRO tenants, Ms. Collins soon began to help with the local food pantry 
program and advocating at City Hall for housing and land use issues. 

In 2004, Ms. Collins was an organizer for the South of Market Community Action Network, a 
multi-racial community organization that educates, organizes, and mobilizes immigrant and low-
income SOMA residents and, she served on the board of the Western SOMA Plan from 2005-
2009. Ms. Collins also served as chair of the SOMA Stabilization Fund Committee in 2006. That 
panel advised the Mayor's Office of Community Development and the Board of Supervisors on rec-
ommended expenditures from the fund. 

Three years ago, Ms. Collins became an organizer for Senior Action Network, a member-
led organization that empowers and organizes seniors and people with disabilities. The organiza-
tion is now known as Senior and Disability Action. 

"Jazzie was a motivator, mentor, and a non-stop activist in the areas of LGBT rights, hous-
ing, and issues affecting seniors and people with disabilities," Tony Robles with SDA. "She was a 
fighter and a friend whose life experience helped SDA immensely." 

In addition to her circle of San Francisco friends and colleagues, Ms. Collins is survived by 
her mother, Mary Mackey; [four] brothersW and [four] sistersW 
 

 
 

Become an SDA member! 
 

⇒ Have a voice in the organization and in decision-making. 
⇒ Get the newsletter, postcards, and regular phone calls and emails about 

events and activities. 
⇒ Help build our organization and movement of seniors and people with dis-

abilities! 
⇒ Be invited to member events such as a holiday party. 
⇒ Have opportunities for leadership development. 
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HealthCare Action Team 
(HAT)  

meeting  
Wednesday September 11                 

1010 Mission  
   (at 6th, Bayanihan Community Cen-

ter) 
 11:00-1:00  

   Call James for info 546-1333 ext 304 

SDA General Meeting  
 

Thursday September 12th 
Doors Open at 9, Meeting starts at 

10 AM 
Lunch at 12 noon 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin at Geary 

Call 415-546-1333 for information 



Community Calendar: September 2013 
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        DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME & PLACE  MORE INFO? 

 Mon-Thur 
 

Computer Open Lab 
 

Mon 9-12, Tues and Weds 1-4:30,  
Thurs 9-4:30 
1360 Mission Street  Suite 400 

Pi Ra (415) 546-
2096  

  Mon-Fri 
Beginning Computer 
Classes  
(starting 9/9) 

Mon 1-2:30 
Tuesday, Weds, and Friday 10:00-11:30 

 Pi Ra 546-2096 

Wednesday  
September 4th 

DAAS Commission 
9:30 AM 
City Hall 

LaShaun Williams 
355-3509 

Wednesday  
September 4th 

SDA Board Meeting 
1:30-3:30 PM 
1360 Mission St. #400 

Jessica Lehman 
415-546-1333 ext. 
301 

2nd Monday 
September 9th 
 

Coalition of Agencies 
Serving the Elderly 
(CASE) 

3 PM-5PM  
 

Patty Clement-Shiak 
452-3500 

2nd Tuesday 
September 10th 
 

LGBT Aging Policy 
Taskforce 

4 PM 
25 Van Ness, 8th Floor Conference Room 

Taraneh Moayed 
(415) 252-2531 
 

  
2nd Wednesday 
September 11th 
  

HealthCare Action 
Team (HAT)  

11:00-1:00  
Bayanihan Center 1010 Mission Street at 
6th 

James Chionsini 
546-1333 x304 

2nd Thurs 
September 12th 
 

 Senior and Disability 
Action  

General Meeting 

10 AM-12 PM 
Unitarian Universalist Church  
1187 Franklin @ Geary  

SDA  546-1333  
 

2nd Thurs 
September 12th 

 

California Alliance for 
Retired Americans 
(CARA)  

 

1:00 - 2:30 ILWU Office 
1188 Franklin Street # 4  
 

Jodi Reid 
550-0828 

 2nd Thurs 
 September 12th 
  

Long Term Care Co-
ordinating Council 

1:00-3:00 pm  
1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor 

Bill.Haskell@sfgov.org 

3rd Weds 
September 18th 
 

SDA Housing  
Collaborative 
 

1-3 PM 
1390 Mission St., 2nd Floor 

Tony Robles 
(415) 546-1333 x306 

3rd Fri  
September 20th 
 

HSN  
General Meeting  

 

9:30 - 11:30 am  
 

Debbi Lerman  
415-668-0444 

3rd Fri  
September 20th 
 

 Mayor’s Disability     
Council 

1-4 City Hall Room 400 
Mayors Office on  
Disability  415-554-
6789  



Senior and Disability Action News is produced by SDA Staff and volunteers. 
Newsletter Volunteers: Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Alex Macdonald, Gary and Emeline Jacobs, Therese 
Law, Dennis Gary  
We would like to hear from you! 
Send information and commentary to sarah@sdaction.org or fax to (415) 546-1344.   

Thanks to all our Funders for your generous support for our work! 

 Become a Member of  Senior and Disability Action!! 
Dues are $20/year OR according to your means. Pay more or less as you are able.  
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________  City: ___________   Zip: __________ 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
Interests:     □Housing      □Healthcare     □Long-term care & supports    

□Community education   □Computer training   □Pedestrian safety & transit □Other: 

____________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive newsletters & postcards?  □Email    □Postal mail 

Please send dues to: SDA, 1360 Mission St. #400, San Francisco CA 94103 


