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Domestic Workers Bill of Rights Passes 

 Assembly Labor Committee 
 On April 24 the new push to get labor rights for domestic workers passed its first 
hurdle. AB 241 (Ammiano)  passed the California State Assembly Labor and Employ-
ment committee  with  four democrats voting yes  (Roger Hernandez, Luis Alejo, Chris 
Holden, Jimmy Gomez) and the two Republicans ( Mike Morrell, Jeff Gorrell) voting 
no.   
 Senior and Disability Action members Sam Alicia Duke, Maria Cristina Salem, 
Vicki Westlin, Mike Lyon and Jazzie Collins were there in solidarity with Mujeres Uni-
das y Activas, the Domestic Worker Coalition, Hand in Hand, Filipino Advocates for 
Justice and others to support basic labor rights for domestic and homecare workers.  
It was a busy day with press conference, rally, lunch, testimony, and celebration. The 
bill now continues on to the Assembly Committee on Appropriations. Stay tuned here 
for next steps!  
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News and Views 

IHSS Task Force Meeting 
Thursday May 16th, 10:30 AM 

Senior and Disability Action Office 
1360 Mission Street #400 



 

Become a Senior and Disability Action Member! 

Why become a member? 
 

⇒ Have a voice in the organization and in decision-making. 
⇒ Get the newsletter, postcards, and regular phone calls and emails 

about events and activities. 
⇒ Help build our organization and movement of seniors and people with 

disabilities! 
⇒ Be invited to member events such as a holiday party. 
⇒ Have opportunities for leadership development. 
⇒ Get a member pin and membership card. 

 
 

Please fill out and return the membership form  
on the outside of this newsletter 

DO YOU RECEIVE IHSS OR HOMECARE SERVICES? 

The HealthCare Action Team (HAT) is forming a group of and for people 
who use In- Home Supportive Services. 

If you get homecare services you are considered a “consumer” of these 
services (if you are a homecare worker you are called a “provider”). One of the 
fundamental aspects of IHSS is the consumer’s right to choose, meaning that 
the consumer (you) is in charge of who they hire to provide the homecare ser-
vice. Consumers are also “employers” meaning that if you get IHSS, then you 
are technically an employer.  
 We want to get people together to discuss the issues that are involved in 
being a good employer. It will be your time to discuss the good and bad as-
pects of being an employer and what kind of support you need to be a better 
employer. IHSS is a valuable and lifesaving program that is under attack from 
the state budget makers who try to cut it year after year. Consumers 
(employers) are in the very important position of knowing personally how valua-
ble these services are. We need to organize and make sure these needs are 
represented. 

You may be someone who gets homecare services and pays privately. 
This group is for you also. You too are an employer and we are working with 
Hand in Hand, the Domestic Employers Association, to help create guidelines 
and policies that help you be a better employer and support labor rights for 
homecare and domestic workers.  

At the next HealthCare Action Team meeting we will be pulling together 

employers/consumers to join our working group. Please come to the next 

HAT meeting on Wednesday May 8 at 1010 Mission at 11:00 to join our ef-

forts.  
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 Tenants Rights’ Advocates Fight Real Estate  
Legislation  

On Monday April 22nd, Senior and Disability Action joined fighters for affordable 
housing and anti-displacement—including the Housing Rights Committee, SF 
Tenant’s Union, Causa Justa::Just Cause and others—at  a rally followed by a 
hearing at City Hall. Our message was clear: real estate speculation has done 
much damage to long standing, working class communities in the city and this 
is unacceptable. TIC’s, or “Tenancies in Common”, allow property owners to 
take their properties off the rental market and convert them to condos by way 
of the Ellis Act. These evictions have resulted in the displacement of elders, 
families, and people of color— transforming traditionally working class neigh-
borhoods into upwardly mobile techy enclaves where Google Buses invade 
public spaces and whose rents are unattainable for most seniors, families and 
working class residents.   
 Supervisor Mark Farrell introduced legislation that would have fast-
tracked the conversion of more than 2000 units of rent-controlled housing, al-
lowing owners to bypass the long-standing condo conversion lottery which al-
lows for 200 units a year to be converted. The owners cite the need to condo 
convert to what they say is financial hardship that has befallen them in their fi-
nancing as structured by the banks. Although the legislation was introduced by 
Supervisor Farrell and supported by Scott Wiener, chair of the Land Use Com-
mittee—it was written primarily by the real estate industry whose insatiable 
hunger for profits trumps all else. The main issue for renters—who make up the 
majority in SF—is the diminished stock of rent controlled housing and afforda-
ble housing in general. When rent controlled units are lost, they are lost for 
good.  
 Housing advocates and tenants pushed back against the Wiener-Farrell 
legislation, working on a counter legislation with Supervisors David Chiu and 
Norman Yee that would protect rent controlled housing. The Chiu-Yee legisla-
tion would allow for some existing owners of apartments to convert but would 
stop future conversions for more than a decade, slowing evictions and maintain 
San Francisco’s limits on conversions over the long term. It would also in-
crease protections for existing tenants and public oversight over the conversion 
process, which would seek to eliminate fraud. The legislation would suspend 
the future lottery for a period of years to match the city’s capacity to replace the 
affordable rental housing lost through the bypass. The alternate legislation in-
troduced by Supervisors Chiu and Yee passed the Land Use Committee and 
will be heard at the full board on Tuesday May 7th at 2 PM. Please join us. Call 
Tonyat 415-546-1333 ext. 306 to find out more about the plan for May 7th.  
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Senior and Disability Survival School 
Tuesdays: May 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th 

9:30-12:30  
Western Addition Senior Center 

1390 1/2 Turk Street 
Russian Interpretation 

Please call Sarah at (415) 546-1333 ext 302 to register 

Classes and Meetings 

 

 

Join us for 
 

SDA General 
Meeting  

 
Thursday May 9th 

Doors Open at 9, Meeting starts at 10 AM 
Lunch at 12 noon 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin at Geary 

Topic:  Transportation 
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HealthCare Action Team  
( HAT ) meeting  

 
             Wednesday May 8 

1010 Mission (at 6th, Bayanihan Community Center) 
                                     11:00-12:30  
                Call James for info 546-1333 ext 304 



Consumer Rights News 

Big Pharma Pockets $711 Billion in Profits by Robbing  
Seniors, Taxpayers 

By Ethan Rome, Executive Director, Health Care for America Now (excerpted) 
Here's an outrage that must be changed: Big Pharma has been systematically price-
gouging the Medicare program for seniors and people with disabilities -- and raking in 
billions in excessive profits. The 11 largest global drug companies made an astonish-
ing $711 billion in profits over the 10 years ending in 2012, and they got a turbo-
charged boost when the Medicare Part D prescription drug program started in 2006, 
according to an analysis of corporate filings by Health Care for America Now (HCAN). 
The drug companies hold the power to charge America's consumers whatever they 
want. Worse, Medicare -- the nation's largest purchaser of drugs -- is prohibited by 
law from seeking better prices.  
 
We pay significantly more than any other country for the exact same drugs. Per capi-
ta drug spending in the U.S. is about 40 percent higher than in Canada, 75 percent 
greater than in Japan and nearly triple the amount spent in Denmark. 
Even as millions of Americans struggle to afford their medicines and as Republicans 
in Congress threaten to cut seniors' benefits, these corporate behemoths have ex-
tracted $711.4 billion in profits for Wall Street investors. The drug companies' annual 
profits reached $83.9 billion in 2012, a 62 percent jump from 2003. 
 
It's against federal law for Medicare, the nation's biggest health plan, to use its unpar-
alleled market power to reduce the cost of prescription drugs. This makes no sense. 
If the policy were changed, taxpayers and consumers would save huge amounts of 
money. 
 
Simply empowering Medicare to get the same bulk purchasing discounts on prescrip-
tion drugs as state Medicaid programs would save the federal government $137 bil-
lion over 10 years, according to the Congressional Budget Office. This proposal has 
been supported by President Obama and is in the House Democrats' budget plan. It 
is reportedly in the president's 2014 budget plan as well. 
 
Every gift to a special interest, including allowing Big Pharma to overcharge Medi-
care, is an expenditure of scarce tax dollars. When it comes to addressing our coun-
try's fiscal challenges, we shouldn't even talk about cutting Medicare or any services 
people depend on, as the Republicans have proposed. Instead, we should eliminate 
indefensible special-interest tax breaks and subsidies for big corporations that don't 
need them. 
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Members’ Page 

Submitted by member Jazzie Collins: 
On Saturday March 30th, Senior and Disability Action joined other organizations for 
the Howard Grayson LGBT Elder Life Conference. The spotlight was on transgender 
life and aging. There was a lot of good information about transgender elders who are 
aging in place. The house wasn’t full but everybody had a very good time. Senator 
Mark Leno came and addressed the attendees. Senator Leno spoke on how im-
portant it is to fight for transgender elders. I must say to the supporters who aren’t 
gay nor lesbian nor bisexual or transgender, the non-LGBT organizations were there 
to give their support to a community that has been discriminated against just for be-
ing themselves. I will end my report by saying for those who were unable to attend 
you missed a very very good event.  
LGBT Senior Housing Hearing, Monday April 1st 
The LGBT Aging Policy Task Force’s Housing Subcommittee held its hearing on 
housing geared for LGBT seniors. The hearing was what we expect from the com-
munity and city departments. Subcommittee chair, Tommi Avecola Mecca, opened 
the hearing with comments from the community members. Comments made it clear 
that our city needs to do more for LGBT seniors who are aging in place. Our city 
leaders must step up their game plan to better service a community that is aging in 
place and alone. From the hearing, the city and county of San Francisco needs 
stronger legislation to take care of our LGBT seniors. That means SRO hotels from 
the Mission, South of Market, the Tenderloin and beyond. The message is clear that 
LGBT seniors face much more discrimination than other communities. During public 
comment I was in shock to hear from a resident who lives in public housing who was 
given an unlawful rent increase over the past year.  
 The Task Force will make our recommendations to the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors on how to improve the living conditions of LGBT seniors in San Francis-
co. A big thanks to everyone who attended the hearing. A special thanks to SDA and 
their many members who gave public comment.  
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Members Jazzie Collins and Michael 
Lyon at the Domesc Workers Bill of 
Rights hearing in Sacramento on April 
24th 



        DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME & PLACE  MORE INFO? 

 Mon-Thur 
 

Computer Open Lab 
 

Mon 9-12, Tues and Weds 1-4:30,  
Thurs 9-4:30 
1360 Mission Street  Suite 400 

Pi Ra (415) 546-
2096  

  Mon-Fri 
Beginning Computer 
Classes 

Mon 1-2:30 
Tuesday, Weds, and Friday 10:00-11:30 

 Pi Ra 546-2096 

1st Wednesday 
May 1st 
 

DAAS Commission 9:30 AM City Hall 
LaShaun Williams 
355-3509 

1st Thursday 
May 2nd 

SDA Board Meeting 
2-4 PM 
1360 Mission Street, #400 

Jessica Lehman 
415-546-1333 ext. 
301 

 2nd Wed  
May 8th 
  
 

HealthCare Action 
Team (HAT)  

11:00 AM-12:30 PM  
Bayanihan Community Center 
1010 Mission Street at 6th 

James Chionsini 
546-1333 x304 

2nd Thurs 
May 9th 
 

 Senior and Disability 
Action  

General Meeting 

10 AM-12 PM 
Unitarian Universalist Church  
1187 Franklin @ Geary  

SDA  546-1333  
 

2nd Thurs 
May 9th 
 

California Alliance for 
Retired Americans 
(CARA)  

 

1:00 - 2:30 ILWU Office 
1188 Franklin Street # 4  
 

Jodi Reid 
550-0828 

 2nd Thurs 
 May 9th 
  

Long Term Care Co-
ordinating Council 

1:00-3:00 pm  
1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor 

Bill.Haskell@sfgov.org 

2nd Mon 
May 13th 
 

Coalition of Agencies 
Serving the Elderly 
(CASE) 

3 PM-5PM  
 

Patty Clement-Shiak 
452-3500 

2nd Tuesday 
May 14th 
 

LGBT Aging Policy 
Taskforce 

4 PM 
25 Van Ness, 8th Floor Conference Room 

Jazzie Collins 
415-546-1333 ext 
309 

3rd Weds 
May 15th 
 

SDA Housing  
Collaborative 
 

1-3 PM 
1390 Mission Street at 10th, 2nd Floor 

Tony Robles 
(415) 546-1333 x306 

3rd Fri  
May 17th 
 

HSN  
General Meeting  

 

9:30 - 11:30 am  
 

Debbi Lerman  
415-668-0444 

3rd Fri  
May 17th 
 

 Mayor’s Disability     
Council 

1-4 City Hall Room 400 
Mayors Office on  
Disability  415-554-
6789  

Community Calendar: May 
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Senior and Disability Action News is produced by SDA Staff and volunteers. 

Newsletter Volunteers: Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Alex Macdonald, Vicki Westlin, Jazzie Collins, Gary and 

Emeline Jacobs  

We would like to hear from you! 

 Become a Member of  Senior and Disability Action!! 

Dues are $20/year OR according to your means. Pay more or less as you are able.  

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________  City: ___________   Zip: __________ 

Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 

Phone: __________________________________    □Cell     □Home    □Work 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Interests:     □Housing      □Healthcare     □Long-term care & supports    


